Reverse Genetics of Respiratory Syncytial Virus.
Respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) is a negative-strand RNA virus that is associated with severe lower respiratory tract infections in young infants and the elderly. RSV remains a leading cause worldwide of infant mortality, and despite the high clinical and economic burden of the virus there are currently no available vaccines. Here, we describe the methods for recovery of recombinant RSV viruses using a bacterial artificial chromosome and methods related to procurement and expansion of stocks of RSV mutants.